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Mr CALTABIANO (Chatsworth—Lib) (12.01 pm): Across Queensland bus services play an

important role in all communities. In the urbanised south-east corner buses are essential in the provision of
public transport. In regional and remote communities bus transport services are fundamental to their
existence. Presently there are 1,328 school bus contracts and 59 performance based urban bus contracts
across Queensland and more than 44,000 authorised drivers servicing the public transport sector. In
addition, there are 10 long distance bus contracts. 

Throughout Queensland buses not only provide an effective mode of transport but also provide
social value. Some 59 rural and remote communities are directly supported by subsidised air and long
distance bus services. In 2004-05, $12 million in subsidies was made available for long distance and
regional public transport with $1.88 million allocated to keeping 11 bus routes operating to over 45 regional
and remote communities. This is a subsidy level the Queensland coalition supports. 

One of the biggest challenges for the bus industry is to renew its fleet. Two schemes currently
operating to bring new buses into the fleet are the school bus upgrade scheme and the steep bus upgrade
scheme. Both schemes have had up to $3 million a year committed to them by the current government
over a 25-year period on a 40 per cent subsidy basis for the purchase of buses up to five years of age. 

The coalition is aware of the impact that the appalling condition of Queensland roads is having on
buses and is aware of the increasing need to upgrade bus fleets. As a result, the coalition commits to
increase the school bus and steep bus program subsidies to at least 50 per cent of the purchase price. The
coalition is committed to increasing the school bus and steep bus subsidy funding by 33 per cent from
$3 million to at least $4 million a year and also increasing the age of the buses that qualify for these
programs from five years to 10 years to make upgrading more affordable for bus operators. 

This increase in funding to upgrade bus fleets across the state will unquestionably have a positive
impact on the operation of bus services, particularly on public transport bus patronage. In all, there are
136 million passenger trips made on all modes of public transport each year. Interestingly, in Brisbane,
Brisbane Transport patronage for 2004-05 increased by 10½ per cent and is on track in 2005-06 to
increase by 12½ per cent. This is remarkable given the previous decade of almost zero growth in public
transport patronage in the Brisbane city bus system. 

The introduction of TransLink integrated ticketing in July 2004 has made transport easier and more
affordable and, together with the south-east Queensland busway and the purchase of new gas buses, the
air conditioning of the council’s old bus fleet has no doubt been largely responsible for the increase in
patronage of public transport services around Brisbane. TransLink was a system that was long overdue. I
congratulate Queensland Transport for its implementation of this. 

There are two key implications that the introduction of TransLink has had on the bus industry. Bus
fares for commuters are up to 40 per cent lower than fares approved in the rest of the state. This lower fare
structure has created situations where some bus services in and around TransLink areas that are not
under TransLink contract are significantly disadvantaged. The coalition recognises the need to rectify
these inequities and is committed to providing an additional $2 million in funding to address this problem.
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We are committed to fare equalisation across Queensland in our first term of government so that all
operators can share the benefits of increased patronage. 

The most serious criticism the coalition has of the Labor government relates to its failure to invest in
infrastructure, particularly during the term of the Beattie government. This failure to invest has stemmed
from the failure to adequately plan for the massive growth it encouraged. It does not matter whether one
looks at our health system, our energy sector, our water storage or our roads, a failure to plan and a failure
to invest has unfortunately allowed Queensland infrastructure to fall into its current parlous state. 

Over the last eight years a failure by this government to adequately invest in this state’s road
infrastructure has had massive ramifications for road based industry. When the last eight years budget
allocations for statewide infrastructure are accumulated there has been a massive underspend of
$2.53 billion. This has resulted in Queensland’s roads being in desperate need of upgrade and repair. The
demand for the use of these roads is increasing at a rapid rate. 

With the population of Queensland increasing by half a million people over the last eight years there
are now tens of thousands of new cars on our roads. Congestion is one of the many consequences of not
providing the infrastructure needed for this growth. Every year there is increased congestion and the
condition and quality of our roads progressively declines. As a result, bus operators, particularly in the
south-east corner, are finding themselves less efficient and less competitive. They cannot deliver a
predictable, reliable service. That is counterproductive to increasing bus patronage. If a bus is going slower
than the rest of the traffic people are going to move away from buses and back to their private motor
vehicles which will simply exacerbate the situation. It is a core responsibility of the Queensland
government to provide the necessary infrastructure to allow our public transport to get ahead of the growth
and minimise the congestion on our road network. 
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